(The author’s name has been stricken below because who wrote it is not important; that they felt the need to write is.)

Tour de Wyoming Staff: 

My name is Phil XXX, Casper, Wyoming. 

I am working out of Lovell, Wyoming on equipment deep in the Pryor Mtn of Montana for the next couple weeks. 

This morning while heading to my Prior Mtn site at about 0630am I encountered probably 100 bikers from participating in your "Tour de Wyoming" event. They were heading to Red Lodge. 

About 10 of the 100 or so bikers between Lovell and Frannie seemed intent on proving that they belonged on the Northbound travel lane along with the motor vehicles using the highway. They refused to move to the shoulder to allow motor vehicles to pass. The highway between Lovell and Frannie where I saw these folks has plenty of paved room on the shoulder for bikes. There was no need other than absolute rudeness and arrogance for them to be riding in the motor vehicle lanes. 

One elderly gentleman (probably 60 to 70 years old) appeared to believe that he'd lived long enough. Unfortunately his actions also endangered the 8 or 9 people he was riding with AND the motor vehicle operators trying to use the highway. I came upon him on a sweeping corner. There was a Semi coming South toward me and a Semi closing FAST behind me. 

My choices were to veer into the Southbound land and collide with the Semi. Stay in my lane and have a good chance on hitting your biker. OR hit the brakes very hard and take a chance on being rear-ended by the fast approaching Semi. 

I chose the latter. Fortunately the oncoming Semi driver was alert and swerved to his right giving me barely enough room to slightly cross the center line and move forward to avoid being rear-ended by the Semi behind me. The Southbound Semi, my vehicle and the old man were three abreast in the curve. I missed your biker by a couple feet. He never did move out of the motor vehicle lane!! The Semi truck behind me didn't miss him by more than a few inches. To make matters worse a large, extremely fair skinned blonde woman riding with the suicidal old guy broke out laughing as vehicles were moving every which way to keep from running into the entire group of 8 - 10 bikers. 

Had all the motor vehicle operators involved NOT been focused on the developing problems this incident could easily have involved multiple fatalities. Myself and several of your event participants. 

I don't know the culture of your organization to determine know whether it encourages the type of behavior from participants that I observed today. If you encourage, condone or allow this type of activity you need to be prepared to take responsibility for the mayhem that is certain to result sooner of later. 

Very small bicycles traveling at 10 miles per hour are not compatible traveling in the same lanes with vehicles weighing thousands of pounds traveling at 65 miles per hour. Your people that think they are VERY dangerous. 

Incidentally co-workers traveling in about 1/2 hour ahead and behind me encountered similar behavior from your participants. Luckily they weren't involved in as close a call as I was. This was NOT an isolated incident. 

You need to police the behavior of people participating in your events before  someone gets hurt (or killed). 
